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NT Times Puzzler and Table Tennis Maven

7:” Shortz creates some of
the most mind-bogeling

\\

puzzles known to man. N -

But he doesn’t like to think.
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The Uniform Center

31 North Main St Rutland VT
(Next to CVS Pharmacy)
773-9254

‘What would vou think

a center dedt

mind. He said,

about having ated 1o hle
tenms?”

“I sud, “That's a ridiculous dea.
There's no way i's going 1o work be-
cause property in Wesichester County is
too expensive. But we started looking for
properties and afier a year we found the
pertect spot, It happens to be five blocks
from my house

The 13,000-square foot facility has
23400t high ceilings and 18 world~
vhere table ennis s

“In the 19505, Mao

¢ tothe

tables from China,

a national ohsession,
Tee-tung wanted China 1o advan
haghest level in some sport. and 1t was his
fecling that table tennis was a sport that
" Shortz said. “Of

course, China s o huge country and it's

China could excel m,’
a relatively inexpensive sport. That helps
il you're an emerging country, They start
ki(|~- at ax, seven and v,:gflt. l '_\'l».fl'(‘
good enough when you're eight then vou
advance 1o a regional school where vou'll
play able wnmis more. Then vou'll ad-
vance to another level. By the time you're
13 or 14 if yvou're not a top plaver then
vou're not good enough any mor

Shortz. 39, has no illusions about be-
coming a world champion himself,

“But I'd like to be national ¢ hampion
lor my age,” he said,
The Local Club
The Green Mountain Table Tennis Club.
which started out in Brandon. s now cel-
"‘l\‘l ‘\I "

-

chrating s 30th annversary,

25 10 33 active members who |>' W al any

1t Ron

Lewis said. “One of the best things is that

given time,” founder and Presid
it's played indoors, 50 you can play at any
time of vear regardless of the weather

And it's open o both sexes, any age.”

“T wanted to find an indwidual sport,”
said ;";'-\'t.tr-<nl«.: Justin Perkins of Rut-
Land, “That's what 1 ke abour i, Is a
nice competitive game, Plus it’s a grear
workout, It's a lot different than base-
ment ping pong Table tennis and ping
wo different cames.”

Brian, 25
five players in Vermont.

“We play all over the Northeast, cight
to 10 tournamenss per year,” he saud.

Hong are

His brother, ,1sone of the top

Shorte’s visit inspired Rutland area
plavers to reach new heights and opened
their eyes o new possibilities of their
own. He got started the same as most
people

“My family had a ping pong 1able in
our recreation room when I was a !\xc‘l.
I plaved a lot,” Shortz said, “T won some
trophies when I was in middle school and
high school. 1 played up unul about 1986
when I got busy with life. Bur [ always
remembered thar table ennis was one
of my passions, even when [ wasnt play
mg’

When not plaving, Shortz was hard
at work |7-’rnlln::‘.ﬁ one of the world'’s
foremost puzzle creators, He's authored
400 books and owns the

worlds Largest hibrary ol ].".l/./ln Diooks

more han

and magazines. This spring. the Associa-
von of Game & Puzzle Collectors hon-
ored him with its prestigions Sam Lond
Award, given annually to an individual
who, as an entreprencur, has been re-
sponsible for the promotion of the inter-
ston mechanical puzzles

Using an independent study program,
Shortz developed his own college cur-
riculum at Indiana University and was
the first person ever to graduate with a
degree in entgmatology the study of

puzzles,

Runlsad Koz



Lapex Spot Fat Reduction System :
Painless way to lose ~
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Erin bchrunm when Dwas 16, | ege | took courses

* Laser Skin Rejuvenation

* Micredermabrasion Facials

r Aen ac Cor l vd Laser Pro 0] fessiona! o OW 1O CIrea < Wit i ST
Licensed Esthenciar hicrnra nley !
¢ Hair Removal s “, \ v nistory of p P 1|

ectrologist
e Srsder Vi Romr ‘-'-'.'ZI

« Far Infrared Sauna Co nquer th: signs of aging
* Tattoo Removal 1N 3 moaGey elaxing an
slress-lree medical spa ocated

n £ast Dorset, Vermont Qur LLEELS I [ wWorda pi 10 5 |

state of the art clinic is equipped for comfort [» h ly an entire at the In
safety, and your peace of mind (l [ s ibrarv porine aver ol
Call to schedule a FREE consultation today. CWSuLPers, OKS, 1 l, e
You’'ll be surprised at how fabulous your skis Ty kL e wihing I conkd
g A find on puzzl | INa puzzics 1t

erin schleme

* Permanent Makeup

51 Tennis Way, Suite B » East Dorset, VT
802-362-0906 = www.erinschreiner.com

THE NEW 2012 CHRYSLER

TOWN & COUNTRY s
THE MOST AWARDED MINIVAN EVER

Brileya’s Chrysler Jeep, INC & 4%+ S
1253 US ROUTE 7 NORTH RUTLAND VT 05701 Five Scar Dealer
802-773-3555

www.ihrileyaschrysierjeep.com




